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School Spirit and pride on diSplay
HOMECOMING 2022HOMECOMING 2022

Students showed their school spirit 
leading up to the annual Tucker Bowl 
and homecoming 2022. During spirit 
week at Mattituck Jr./Sr. High School, 
each day was devoted to a different 
theme when students dressed like a 
teacher, their favorite TV or movie 
character, the 1920s and America Day, 
culminating with Blue and Gold Day. 

Cutchogue East Elementary School 
students held their own spirit week 
to celebrate their Tucker Pride with 
theme days including Sports Day, 
Character Day and Wacky Fashion 
Day. On the last day, each grade level 
dressed in its own color. On the day 
of the high school homecoming, 
students dressed in blue and gold.

This year’s Tucker Bowl exceeded 
expectations. The goal of the Tucker 
Bowl continues to be to bring 
together school spirit and class 
camaradarie while raising money 
to help fund the SADD Club’s 
leadership and prevention efforts. 
Grade levels competed in games for 
the coveted Tucker Bowl. This year’s 

competition was fierce as the students 
battled it out during games including 
blind volleyball, mission impossible 
and tug-of-war. In the end, the seniors 
were the proud winners of this year’s 
Tucker Bowl.

During homecoming 2022, the 
boys and girls soccer teams played to 
win. The boys soccer team defeated 
Southold 2-0. Sophomore Sean 
Szczotka scored two goals and junior 
Tommy McGunnigle and senior 
Erik McKenna contributed to the 
win with assists. The girls soccer 
team was relentless as they defeated 
Southampton 7-0. Greenport junior 
Cameron Staton scored two goals, 
and eighth grader Reese McKenna, 
freshmen Gianna Calise and Casey 
Dickerson, sophomore Casey Szczotka 
and senior Annalise Durkin each 
scored one goal.

To culminate the homecoming 
2022 festivities, everyone enjoyed the 
annual bonfire, which was supervised 
by the Mattituck-Cutchogue Fire 
Department.



Please join the district in welcoming the following new staff members 
appointed by the Board of Education for the 2022-2023 school year.

Cutchogue East Elementary School
Kristin Brown – UPK
Beth Cooper – Music teacher
Emily Cornelia – Special education 
teacher
Lisa Danisi – Teacher’s assistant
Paul Demchuk – Part-time security 
guard
Lauren Robert Demolaize – Teacher’s 
assistant
Gabrielle Enriquez – Teacher’s assistant
Clare Finnican – Art
Juan Ibanez – NJROTC Instructor
John Kalin – Monitor
Jacqueline Marconi – Speech
Paola Moore – Spanish
Michelle Mulligan – Teacher’s assistant

Bianca Mungia-Howe – Office 
assistant, Spanish-speaking
Jennifer Solomon – Assistant principal
Nicholas Stoval – Custodian
Evangelia Tsoumpelis – Teacher’s 
assistant
Laurie Verni – Teacher’s assistant
Macenzie Zajac – Physical education 
leave replacement

Mattituck Jr./Sr. High School
Ryan Grebe – Part-time math/tech 
computer programming instructor
Michelle Koch – English teacher
Captain McAllister – NJROTC 
instructor
Joseph Tardiff – Health and physical 
education teacher

The Board of Education appointed Jennifer 
Solomon as the new assistant principal at Cutchogue 
East Elementary School effective Oct. 12. Prior 
to joining the district, Ms. Solomon served the 
Riverhead Central School District as the acting 
assistant principal and director of the summer 
SCOPE enrichment program. She has worked 
extensively with students from diverse backgrounds 
as a Spanish-English bilingual speech-language 
pathologist. She also serves as a Board of Education 
trustee in the Three Village Central School District.

Ms. Solomon holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the State University of 
New York at Buffalo and a Master of Arts degree from Temple University. 
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Dear Mattituck-Cutchogue School 
Community,

As we head into the holiday season, 
it is an appropriate time to reflect on 
the opening of our schools and the 
start of another school year for our 
students, faculty and staff. It was a 
pleasure watching everyone come together and dive 
into the new school year while putting the challenges 
of COVID-19 behind us.

School spirit was at a peak in September and both 
buildings celebrated homecoming and Spirit Week. 
We also celebrated our varsity athletic program as all 
our teams were named Scholar-Athlete Teams. Our 
music programs remain strong, with high participation 
districtwide in both chorus and band. Buildingwide 
student assemblies have also returned as has our Day 
of Service for our seniors. We also had the pleasure 
of inviting the families of our alumni who have 
served our country in the armed forces for our annual 
Veteran’s Day Wall of Honor ceremony.  

I would like to take this opportunity to invite 
everyone in our school community to visit our schools 
and attend our upcoming winter concerts. Watching 
the children perform is sure to lift the spirits and get 
everyone in the holiday mood. Cutchogue East hosts 
its winter concerts on Dec. 6 and Dec. 8, with the 
Junior High hosting its concert on Dec. 13 and the 
High School on Dec. 14. All concerts begin at 7 p.m.  

On behalf of our Board of Education, I encourage 
all stakeholders to attend our upcoming Board of 
Education meetings. These meetings take place in 
the Jr./Sr. High School Auditorium on the third 
Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. and include 
important topics such as curriculum updates, the Five-
Year Facilities Plan and the upcoming annual school 
budget. We would also like to wish everyone the very 
best and the warmest of holiday seasons as we celebrate 
with family, friends and loved ones.

Shawn C. Petretti    
Superintendent of Schools

A Message
from the Superintendent of Schools

Welcome, New Staff

cUtchogUe eaSt WelcomeS 
neW aSSiStant PrinciPal

TUCKER MISSION STATEMENT
The Mattituck-Cutchogue Union Free School District is dedicated to providing a 

welcoming and safe environment where diversity, interdependence and self-discovery are 
valued. Educators, students, families and community members work together creating 
a dynamic, flexible and engaging learning process to: • Nurture individuals’ passion for 
life and learning  

• Encourage a range of perspectives
• Foster collaboration, creativity and critical thinking         

• Promote and practice personal integrity
As a result, students develop academic excellence, confidence, and resiliency to face 

future challenges in order to contribute to and inspire positive change in the local and 
global community.

DECLARACIÓN DE LA MISIÓN DE TUCKER
      El Distrito Escolar Libre de Mattituck-Cutchogue Union se dedica a 

proporcionar un ambiente acogedor y seguro donde se valora la diversidad, la 
interdependencia y el autodescubrimiento. Los educadores, los estudiantes, las familias 
y los miembros de la comunidad trabajan juntos creando un proceso de aprendizaje 
dinámico, flexible y atractivo para:

 • Fomentar la pasión de las personas por la vida y el aprendizaj       
• Fomentar la colaboración, la creatividad y el pensamiento crítico

• Fomentar una variedad de perspectivas        
• Promover y practicar la integridad personal

     Como resultado, los estudiantes desarrollan excelencia académica, confianza 
y resiliencia para enfrentar los desafíos futuros con el fin de contribuir e inspirar un 
cambio positivo en la comunidad local y global.



In keeping with the district’s philosophy of educating the whole child, 
the district takes great pride in the music curriculum and the numerous 
opportunities for students to showcase their musical talents. To date, 
210 students at Mattituck Jr./Sr. High School are enrolled in band and 
chorus. Many of those students participate in both groups. Districtwide, 
eight concerts are performed annually. There is also an annual musical 
production performed at Cutchogue East Elementary School and at 
Mattituck Jr./Sr. High School. To continue to improve upon their music 
skills, there are several music clubs including HS Jazz Band, JH Jazz 
Band, Musical, Pit Orchestra, Select Chorus and NYSSMA, which is 
both at the elementary and high school levels. Six student-musicians were 
selected, based upon their outstanding music performances, to perform 
for the New York State Council of Administrators of Music Education’s 
All-County band and All-County chorus performance in November.
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42 StUDentS DeSignateD aDvanceD Placement ScholarS
In total, 42 students have received the prestigious recognition of AP Scholar. Sixteen students have been designated as an AP Scholar, which is 

awarded to students who achieve scores of 3 or higher on three or more Advanced Placement exams. Fourteen students have been designated as an AP 
Scholar with Honor, which is awarded to students who achieve an average score of at least 3.25 on all Advanced Placement exams taken and scores of 
3 or higher on four or more Advanced Placement exams. Twelve students have been designated as an AP Scholar with Distinction, which is awarded 
to students who achieve an average score of at least 3.5 on all Advanced Placement exams taken and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these 
exams. The Board of Education, Superintendent of Schools Shawn Petretti and Mattituck Jr./Sr. High School Principal David Smith take great pride 
in congratulating the following students:

AP SCHOLAR
Joseph M. Aiello 
Isabella H. Cianfrogna  
Kaya C. Clay  
Mackenzie P. Conroy 
Paulina G. Cubie 
Cassidy M. Czujko
Ben C. Dufton 
Sam J. Dufton 
Ethan M. Evers 
Lillyann E. Fogarty 
Olivia A. Goerler 
Ryan Janis 

Kate E. Murphy 
Zachary D. Olsen 
Charles Pasca 
Gabriella Suglia 

AP SCHOLAR With HONOR
Piper J. Altman 
Marco Calise 
Andy Catalan 
Elian U. Cichanowicz 
Ariel Gardiner 
Katrina V. Jones 
Brody M. Kiely 

Claire L. McDonough 
Emma C. McGunnigle  
Erik M. McKenna  
Dimitra Pando 
Daniel J. Rosato 
Jenna Sledjeski 
Trevor J. Zappulla 

AP SCHOLAR With 
DISTINCTION
Sidney R. Brewer
Liam J. Buckley 
Shane T. Clark 

Jude A. Couch 
Fernando M. Hammerle 
Richard M. Kalich 
Connor J. Liddell
Steven Lopez 
Olivia G. Mannino 
Jessica L. Rakoczy 
Vincent E. Rakoczy 
Justyna Solowinska 

All Varsity Teams Designated 
Scholar-Athlete Teams

At the end of the 2021-2022 school year, all Mattituck Jr./Sr. High 
School boys and girls varsity sports teams achieved the enviable status of 
Scholar-Athlete Teams. To qualify for this distinction, 75% of the team 
must achieve a grade point average of 90% or higher. Congratulations to 
these student-athletes on this commendable achievement.

During this year’s sixth annual Wall of Honor Induction Ceremony held at Mattituck Jr./Sr. High 
School, 16 Mattituck alumni were inducted, bringing the total number of honorees to 144. The Wall of 
Honor serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by those who serve in the military. It also allows the 
district to thank the alumni for their service, and it ensures that these alumni will serve as role models 
for students. 

This year’s ceremony included a video message from Petty Officer Rachel Park, MHS Class of 2020. 
Rachel is on active duty in the U.S. Navy and was inducted to the wall in 2021. Rachel reflected on 
watching the creation of the wall as a student and the pride that accompanies being an inductee. Thank 
you to all the veterans who served with bravery and selfless honor and to this year’s inductees: Antone 
C. Adams, Class of 1943 – U.S. Marine Corps; Tony F. Bassi, Class of 1986 – U.S. Army National 
Guard; Steven F. Charnews, Class of 1988 – U.S. Air Force; Allan C. Dickerson, Class of 1949 – U.S. 
Army; Gerard H. Dickerson, Class of 1949 – U.S. Air Force; Wayne Dries, Class of 1969 – U.S. Coast 
Guard; Justin T. Garbarino, Class of 2020 – U.S. Navy; Warren F. Magor, Class of 1951 – U.S. Navy; 
Stephen L. Mylett, Class of 1983 – U.S. Air Force; Brian J. Nicholson, Class of 2019 – U.S. Marine 
Corps; Peter Skoufatos, Class of 1993 – U.S. Navy; David L. Steele Sr., Class of 1976 – U.S. Air Force; 
Jack Tandy, Class of 1975 – U.S. Army; Joseph Tandy, Class of 2005 – U.S. Air Force; Michael J. 
Tandy, Class of 2008 – U.S. Air Force and Tara Tandy, Class of 2006 – U.S. Air Force.

Cultivating an 
Appreciation for Music

Honoring Those Who Served

(from left) Joseph Tandy, Sr. and Tara Tandy.



Patricia Arslanian, President       Douglas A. Cooper, Vice President                
Jennifer Anderson, Trustee, Jeffrey Connolly, Trustee, George F. Haase Jr., Trustee, 

Mary Lynn Hoeg, Trustee, Karen Letteriello, Trustee,    
Shawn Petretti, Superintendent of Schools
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College Bound

What’s Happening in Our Schools

Mattituck High School hosted its first college fair for seniors. 
Representatives from numerous colleges and universities participated, 
giving seniors the opportunity to learn more about the application process, 
admissions criteria, course offerings and scholarship opportunities. 

Supporting Our English as a New Language Students 
There are currently 131 ENL students enrolled in the district with 90 students attending Cutchogue East Elementary School and 

41 students attending Mattituck Jr./Sr. High School. The languages spoken include Mandarin, Polish, Spanish and Ukrainian. At 
the start of the school year, the district hosted an ENL Open House during which the following organizations provided information 
on the various services they offer: Community Action Southold Town, Cutchogue-New Suffolk Library, Mattituck-Cutchogue Food 
Pantry and Mattituck-Laurel Library. Additional activities will be planned throughout the school year.

Sheriff Toulon Shares 
Words to Live By

Sheriff Errol D. Toulon, 
Jr., Suffolk County’s 
highest-ranking law 
enforcement official and 
first African American to 
be elected to a nonjudicial 
countywide office, shared 
his story during two 
assemblies, dubbed “Hope 
in the Face of Adversity,” presented to Mattituck Jr./Sr. High 
School students. He had previously spoken to the members 
of the SADD Club during a leadership conference. His 
presentation was so impactful that it was decided to invite him 
to speak to the entire student body.

Mental Health Awareness Training
Twenty-six 

juniors and seniors 
at Mattituck Jr./Sr. 
High School gathered 
during a full-day 
training session on the 
topic of mental health. 
The students learned 
about the importance 
of mental wellness, 
emotional first aid and 
anxiety and depression. Facilitated by Mrs. Alliegro, Mrs. Collins, 
Mrs. Fussa, Mr. Morais, Ms. Nydegger and social work intern Miss 
Pfennig, the students shared their thoughts and ideas and planned 
activities to promote mental health awareness for grades 6-12.


